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Holiday Pot Luck Dinner
This month we will have our Holiday Pot Luck Dinner at
the Library starting at 6:30 pm and we purposely didn’t
scheduled a speaker. Our Board will provide bread,
beverages, and disposable dinnerware and utensils. Please
bring a dish - with something in it - to share.
Our 32nd Annual Christmas Tree Lighting was postponed
to December 9th and it went quite well despite the bitter
cold weather. Thank you to our Christmas Tree decorators: Lewis Fleming, Carol Casperson, Victoria Williams,
and Graylin Presbury. At the Lighting we were brought
greetings by DC Council Chairman Mendelson, MPD 6th
District Commander Habeebullah, CM Trayon White Sr.’s
Deputy Director of Constituent Services T'Chaka Sapp,
and Anacostia Garden Club Vice President Drake Wilson,
among others. Thank you to the officers and members
who braved the cold to enjoy hot cider, and chocolate chip
and Christmas sugar cookies courtesy of Diane Fleming
and Carol Casperson. We were also treated to brief solos
and a duet of Christmas carols by middle school students
Hannah Wilson on trumpet and Mason Wilson on saxophone.
As we seek to enjoy the Holiday festivities, please be
mindful of those in need and be careful of those who seek
to take what you have, be they telephone or email scammers or robbers and burglars, please be careful of your
surroundings and cautious of your actions. And, above all
have a Merry Christmas, a Joyous Kwanzaa, and a Happy
New Year!

Fairlawn Receives ESA Benefits
The Executive Board of the FCA has begun the process to
receive scholarship funding resulting from our inclusion in
the Entertainment and Sports Arena’s (ESA) Community
Benefits Agreement (CBA). The Fairlawn Citizens
Association along with three other Ward 8 organizations
will receive $15,000 each per year for the first 10 years or
as long as Monumental Sports and Entertainment and
Events DC occupies the arena. The CBA stipulates that
the money will be used for scholarships for Ward 8 youth
(e.g., funding for tuition and expenses for college degree
programs, vocational training programs, professional
internship opportunities, and other similar educational
opportunities). The Executive Board will weigh the
detailed terms of the CBA to determine how best to fulfill
FCA’s obligations as a recipient of this funding.

DC Office on Aging
Information & Referral/Assistance
Are you looking to access services available to seniors,
people with disabilities and caregivers throughout the
District of Columbia? Are you having trouble negotiating
through long-term care support services with the District

of Columbia Government and other organizations? DC
Office of Aging, Information & Referral/Assistance office
is your starting point for locating programs and services in
the District of Columbia.
Seniors, family members, caregivers and the general public
can call or visit one central location and speak to a
professional. They are here to help you navigate through
long-term care services and locate the support you need.
To reach DCOA Information & Referral/Assistance, please
dial (202) 724-5626, or email Ask.ADRC@dc.gov.

Homeless Tents & Prostitution
We were visited by the new MPD 6D Commander,
Durriyyah M. Habeebullah, at our November meeting and
she addressed our concerns about homeless people camping
along Minnesota Avenue as well as the prostitution in the
area. Separately, Cmdr Habeebullah posted to Nextdoor, an
online neighborhood social network, where she wrote
comments similar to those at our meeting. Notably, that
“[on] December 11… the [6D] Environmental Crime’s Unit
along with representatives from the Office of the Deputy
Mayor for Health and Human Services, Department of
Behavioral Health, [DPW], and [DDOT] are scheduled to
conduct a clean-up event targeted at those persons
encamped in tents on Minnesota Avenue SE.”
“MPD’s Narcotics and Special [Investigations] Division,
Human Trafficking Unit regularly conduct[s] operations on
the Minnesota Avenue Corridor and have arrested
numerous individuals for solicitation of prostitution. They
will continue arresting both the solicitors as well as
individuals solicited in this area to make a greater impact.
We recognize that individuals involved in this type activity
also are in need of other social services to assist with drug
usage/recovery and shelter and [the 6D] Outreach Unit [is
assisting] with these efforts.”
Further, the Chief of Police has provided additional officers
[including Metropolitan Police Academy Recruits] to
patrol…the Penn Branch Shopping Center and Minnesota
Avenue Corridor in an effort to curtail disorderly and
criminal activity...”
Contact Cmdr Habeebullah at Tel.: 202-698-0880, M: 202369-0285 or durriyyah.habeebulla@dc.gov. Also, contact
Sergeant Jacob Lipscomb, supervisor of the Human
Trafficking Unit at: M: 202-497-0098 or email:
Jacob.Lipscomb@dc.gov.

Your Association Wants to Know…
If you, or you know of any members who, have taken ill,
are hospitalized, are recovering from injury, or recently
passed away – your civic association wants to know. Please
contact either our Membership Chair: Brenda Hazzard at

202-582-4120, President: Graylin Presbury at 202-6780291, or Treasurer: Diane Fleming at 202-582-6583 and
leave a message with your return phone number, if
necessary. The information you provide will help us to be
responsive to our members, have better records, and make
a report in our next newsletter.

Look Beyond the Stars
Our representative to the State Board of Education
(SBOE), Markus Batchelor, recently held a midterm
briefing at the new Boone Elementary School, formerly
Orr ES, to talk about his first two years of serving the
children and families of Ward 8 and to obtain feedback
from the attendees. It was one of six meetings being held
throughout the Ward. Later Rep. Batchelor plans to post a
summary of the meetings to his website:
https://www.markusbatchelor.com/.
Among other things, Rep. Batchelor stressed the need for
our families to look beyond the STAR ratings, to dig
deeper into the important information provided on the
Report Card, and assess schools based on all the important
qualities that are not captured on a standardized test.
Some background information: The MySchool-DC lottery
application period recently opened for families to begin
making their school choices for the 2019-2020 School
Year. This came about a week after the launch of the DC
School Report Card, an online tool geared towards
providing parents and families with an overview of the
performance and progress of DC Public and Public Charter
schools.
A centerpiece of the School Report Card is the STAR
rating system, a framework proposed by the Office of the
State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) and approved
in a 6-3 vote by the SBOE in the Spring of 2017, that rates
each school on a 1-5 star ranking, primarily based on
performance outcomes on the PARCC exam, DC’s chosen
standardized assessment.
When the vote on the STAR framework came to the
SBOE, Rep. Batchelor joined a minority of board members
who voted against the proposed framework, warning about
the unintended consequences and the incomplete
conclusions families will gain as a result of a rating system
that does not assess all those things families know make up
a good school. While applauding the idea of the School
Report Card, Rep. Batchelor hopes to “rightsize the STAR
rating so that it is a more accurate indicator of the type of
school quality families are looking for.”
Families can access the DC School Report Card at
www.DCSchoolReportCard.org and begin their school
application process at www.MySchoolDC.org.

Happy Birthday!
Members Born in December
Clement Akoto
Ezra Casteel
Deborah Dickerson
Hermeyone Henson
Jamal Jerry
LaRuby May

Estella Nelson
Barbara Outlaw
Octavia Shaw-Williams
Tina Williams
Russell Young

New & Renewed
Members for December
Desiree Savoy
Albert Tyre

Janice Larsen-Tyre

Please Pay Your FCA Dues
Please do not allow your dues to lapse. If you are not
recognized in the Fairlawn Informer on your birth month,
your dues may have lapsed and your membership expired.
Receiving the newsletter is a perk of membership. No
renewed membership - no newsletter, it is only fair. So, if
you stop receiving the newsletter maybe your membership
expired. Please be current with your dues.

PSA & CAC Information
Fairlawn is located in Police Service Areas (PSAs)
607 & 701 of the 6th & 7th Districts of the
Metropolitan Police Department (D). PSA 607 is in
Sector 2 of 6D and it meets on the 3rd Wednesday at
7:00PM at 2830 Q Street, SE. The 6D Citizens
Advisory Council (CAC) meets on the second
Monday at 7:00PM at 5002 Hayes Street, NE and the
6D Community Outreach Specialist is Daynne
Dixon, (202) 698-1315, Daynne.Dixon@dc.gov.
PSA 701 is in Sector 1 of 7D and meets on the 4th
Wednesday at 7:00PM at 2455 Alabama Ave., SE.
The 7D CAC meets on the third Wednesday at 2455
Alabama Avenue, SE and the 7D Community
Outreach Specialist is Fayette Vaughn-Lee, (202)
497-0814, Fayette.Vaughn-Lee@dc.gov. Always
Dial 911 For All Police–Related Emergencies.

2018 ANC Information
There are three Single Member Districts (SMDs)
located wholly within Fairlawn and four additional
SMDs that overlap the Fairlawn Citizens
Association’s boundaries. SMDs 8A01, 8A02, and
8A03 are wholly within Fairlawn and SMDs 8A05,
8A06, 8B01 and 7B03 are partially located in
Fairlawn. The ANC Commissioners serving the
Fairlawn SMDs are: Maranda Ward (7B03), Holly
Muhammad (8A01), Barbara Clark (8A02), Terri
L. Acker (8A03), Travon Hawkins (8A05), Greta
Fuller (8A06), and Khadijah Watson (8B01). ANC
8A meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00
PM in the DHCD Meeting Room at 1800 MLK Ave.,
SE.

The Fairlawn Informer is published every month,
except July and August, by the Fairlawn Citizens
Association. After publication, more information
may be found at www.fairlawndc.org. Please email:
info@fairlawndc.org to provide information to the
editor or for the website, or to make other inquiries.

Name___________________________________________________Date________________Birth Month_________________
Address___________________________________________ Apt. #______Telephone _________________________________
Email Address________________________________________ Area of Interest______________________________________
Emergency Contact____________________________________________ Telephone _________________________________
Please mail memberships to: FCA Membership, P.O. Box 30912, Washington, DC 20030-0912
Make Checks payable to: Fairlawn Citizens Association.

